
From: better sausalito
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] application for state registration - MLK Park"s historic building 27
Date: Monday, February 24, 2025 1:35:57 PM
Attachments: application packet 2.24.25.pdf

Dear City Clerk,

Ahead of the city council meeting tomorrow, we wanted to let you know the
attached application has been drafted and is on its way to your office by certified mail. This
application is for Building 27 at 100 Ebbtide Avenue (i.e., the building within the housing
element’s site 84 inside MLK Park) to be registered with the California Register of Historical
Resources. This registration status would be in addition to the building's current historical
status which is recorded in the Office of Historic Preservation's Built Environment Directory
(BERD) for Marin County.

In 90 days, this application for state registration will be filed with the Office of Historic
Preservation.

Thanks,

The team at Better Sausalito LLC

mailto:bettersausalito@gmail.com
mailto:CityClerk@sausalito.gov
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P4. Description. Building 27 is located on the north side of Coloma Street beteween Olima Street and 
Bridgeway. It is a onestory, wood-frame building with a U-shaped plan and a flat roof covered in built-up 
materials. The building sits atop a concrete slab foundation and is clad in composite lapped siding. The 
primary facade faces northeast and features a projecting vestibule with wide eaves overhanging the 
main entry. Contained within the main entry are paired wood-panel doors. The entrance is flanked by 
paired double-hung vinyl windows. South of the main entrance the facade features an aluminum roll-up 
garage door, one double-hung vinyl window, a solid-core man door and paired double-hung vinyl 
windows. North of the main entrance is a double-hung, vinyl window followed by banks of similar 
windows. The northwest elevation features three identical bays consisting of a metal man door and a 
bank of five double-hung vinyl windows. The doors are later additions for egress and fire safety. The 
southwest, or rear, elevation has been modified more heavily than the other three. It is also the location 
of an internal courtyard forming the inside angle of the "U." Presently this elevation consists of an 
asymmetrical arrangement of vehicular entrances containing overhead roll-up doors and double-hung 
vinyl windows. The southeast elevation is similar to the northwest elevation, albeit not symmetrical; it 
consists of an alternating arrangement of steel man doors and pairs of double-hung, vinyl sash windows. 
Alterations include the reconfiguration of the southwest elevation at an unknown date, the replacement 
of the original wood siding with composite siding and the original wood windows with vinyl. Building 27 
appears to be in good condition. 


B10: Significance (continued) 


The Marinship training program was started three months before the laying of the first keel. Because 
the shipyard would need thousands of workers (most of whom had never worked in a shipyard), 
Marinship would need to train them in basic shipyard crafts. Marinship began with pre-employment 
training, making use of already established training facilities in public high schools and colleges. 
Marinship provided the schools with assistance in training procedures and interviewed potential 
participants. By the end of 1942, nearly 5,000 students were enrolled in San Francisco and adjoining 
counties. It was soon recognized that the public school training programs were inadequate to meet the 
need for skilled welders in the yard and consequently the Waldo school and the former Sausalito Ferry 


DPR 523L (9/2013 
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After Marinship closed down in 1945 and was conveyed to the Army 
Corps of Engineers in 1946, the Corps sold off parts of the yard that it did not need, including the West 
Area. Because it was located in unincorporated Marin County, Building 27 does not appear on the 1950 
Sanborn Map. At some point in the 1960s, Building 27 was integrated into a public school built for 
residents of nearby Marin City. By 1980, this school (known as Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary) closed 
when a new school was built in Marin City proper. In 1992, the complex became an arts center, 
containing individual artists' studios, classrooms, and small manufacturers. The original redwood siding 
and windows were replaced at an unknown date. 


Integrity: Building 27 retains a moderate degree of integrity. It has not been moved, so it retains 
integrity of location. The building's setting has been greatly changed, in particular when it became part 
of a public school campus. Aside from the insertion of several steel man doors and overhead steel doors 
(particularly on the rear elevation), the building's overall design has not been changed. Building 27 does 
not retain integrity of materials because nearly all of the exterior materials have been replaced using 
contemporary versions of the original materials. The building does not demonstrate significant amounts 
of workmanship in its construction. The building does retain integrity of feeling and association, in part 
because it is still being used for craft production and instruction. In summary, Building 27 retains 
integrity of location, design, feeling, and association; it does not retain the aspects of setting, materials, 
or workmanship. 


Evaluation: Building 27 appears eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 1 (Events) as 
a reasonably intact example of a building constructed as part of the Marinship yard. The building fulfilled 
the critical role of training unskilled recruits how to weld as well as other important shipyard crafts. The 
role of labor in the construction of nearly 100 Liberty Ships and tankers is critical to understanding the 
success of Marinship. Also important was the groundbreaking integration of various ethnic groups, male 
and females, and workers of all ages. Most had no experience in shipyard work and the Training 
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P4. Description. Building 27 is located on the north side of Coloma Street beteween Olima Street and 
Bridgeway. It is a onestory, wood-frame building with a U-shaped plan and a flat roof covered in built-up 
materials. The building sits atop a concrete slab foundation and is clad in composite lapped siding. The 
primary facade faces northeast and features a projecting vestibule with wide eaves overhanging the 
main entry. Contained within the main entry are paired wood-panel doors. The entrance is flanked by 
paired double-hung vinyl windows. South of the main entrance the facade features an aluminum roll-up 
garage door, one double-hung vinyl window, a solid-core man door and paired double-hung vinyl 
windows. North of the main entrance is a double-hung, vinyl window followed by banks of similar 
windows. The northwest elevation features three identical bays consisting of a metal man door and a 
bank of five double-hung vinyl windows. The doors are later additions for egress and fire safety. The 
southwest, or rear, elevation has been modified more heavily than the other three. It is also the location 
of an internal courtyard forming the inside angle of the "U." Presently this elevation consists of an 
asymmetrical arrangement of vehicular entrances containing overhead roll-up doors and double-hung 
vinyl windows. The southeast elevation is similar to the northwest elevation, albeit not symmetrical; it 
consists of an alternating arrangement of steel man doors and pairs of double-hung, vinyl sash windows. 
Alterations include the reconfiguration of the southwest elevation at an unknown date, the replacement 
of the original wood siding with composite siding and the original wood windows with vinyl. Building 27 
appears to be in good condition. 

B10: Significance (continued) 

The Marinship training program was started three months before the laying of the first keel. Because 
the shipyard would need thousands of workers (most of whom had never worked in a shipyard), 
Marinship would need to train them in basic shipyard crafts. Marinship began with pre-employment 
training, making use of already established training facilities in public high schools and colleges. 
Marinship provided the schools with assistance in training procedures and interviewed potential 
participants. By the end of 1942, nearly 5,000 students were enrolled in San Francisco and adjoining 
counties. It was soon recognized that the public school training programs were inadequate to meet the 
need for skilled welders in the yard and consequently the Waldo school and the former Sausalito Ferry 

DPR 523L (9/2013 
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After Marinship closed down in 1945 and was conveyed to the Army 
Corps of Engineers in 1946, the Corps sold off parts of the yard that it did not need, including the West 
Area. Because it was located in unincorporated Marin County, Building 27 does not appear on the 1950 
Sanborn Map. At some point in the 1960s, Building 27 was integrated into a public school built for 
residents of nearby Marin City. By 1980, this school (known as Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary) closed 
when a new school was built in Marin City proper. In 1992, the complex became an arts center, 
containing individual artists' studios, classrooms, and small manufacturers. The original redwood siding 
and windows were replaced at an unknown date. 

Integrity: Building 27 retains a moderate degree of integrity. It has not been moved, so it retains 
integrity of location. The building's setting has been greatly changed, in particular when it became part 
of a public school campus. Aside from the insertion of several steel man doors and overhead steel doors 
(particularly on the rear elevation), the building's overall design has not been changed. Building 27 does 
not retain integrity of materials because nearly all of the exterior materials have been replaced using 
contemporary versions of the original materials. The building does not demonstrate significant amounts 
of workmanship in its construction. The building does retain integrity of feeling and association, in part 
because it is still being used for craft production and instruction. In summary, Building 27 retains 
integrity of location, design, feeling, and association; it does not retain the aspects of setting, materials, 
or workmanship. 

Evaluation: Building 27 appears eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 1 (Events) as 
a reasonably intact example of a building constructed as part of the Marinship yard. The building fulfilled 
the critical role of training unskilled recruits how to weld as well as other important shipyard crafts. The 
role of labor in the construction of nearly 100 Liberty Ships and tankers is critical to understanding the 
success of Marinship. Also important was the groundbreaking integration of various ethnic groups, male 
and females, and workers of all ages. Most had no experience in shipyard work and the Training 
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